Help us protect 147 acres of forest in Portland and East
Hampton!

This photo shows about half of the beaver pond, the entirety of which lies within the bounds of this
project's parcel. Meshomasic State Forest lies beyond the beaver pond. Photo credit: Ehren
Meisinger/Gary Meisinger.

We are excited to kick off our fall 2022 community fundraising campaign for
our Meshamosic’s Rattlesnake Brook Land Acquisition Project.
Support this land purchase!

This property is adjacent to the Meshamosic State Forest and our 9-acre
Rattlesnake Brook Preserve in Portland.
Preserving these 147 acres of woodlands will allow us to help protect
endangered and rare species from Great Hill Pond to the Connecticut River;
expand the 15,000+ acre Meshomasic State Forest/Forest Landscape

Greenway; and connect to and expand the blue-blazed and other recreational
trails.
We have met several key milestones toward our goal of protecting
this keystone ecological property in perpetuity:
We secured an agreement to purchase the property from its current
owners.
Governor Malloy announced an Open Space and Watershed Acquisition
grant award of $364,000 to the Middlesex Land Trust for this project.
The Meshomasic Hiking Club marked the importance of this project with
a $25,000 donation.
We were recently awarded a $100,000 grant from the Bafflin
Foundation.
We still need to raise additional funds to protect this land. And that’s
where you come in: to demonstrate that people can come together and pool
their efforts and resources to make a positive difference.
The Richard P. Garmany Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
has awarded us a generous community matching grant, so your
contributions will be matched dollar for dollar. Please help us reach our
fundraising goal to make this a reality and donate to this project!
More reading: Why is this land acquisition so important?
www.middlesexlandtrust.org/rattlesnake-brook

Annual Meeting Recap
We celebrated our 35th Annual Meeting of the Middlesex Land Trust on
September 27, 2022. It was a gorgeous day, and it was great to have a large
gathering of supporters and friends to celebrate the occasion. Our guest
speaker, Trinity professor of Neuroscience and Psychology, Dr. Susan Masino,
captivated the crowd as she discussed the beneficial impact of forests on our
brain cells. While we did not record her presentation, you can find similar
presentations of hers on YouTube. It is fascinating stuff!

Cattail Award
The highlight of our annual meeting was the
presentation of The Middlesex Land Trust Cattail
Award. Introduced on our 30th anniversary, this
award recognizes the volunteer who has given most
to the goals and mission of the Middlesex Land
Trust and who reflect the best of the values, spirit,
and trust that are the foundation of the
organization. This prestigious award is presented
only once every 5 years, and due to extraordinary
circumstances, this year it was awarded to two
individuals: longtime board members Diane Moore
and John LeShane, whose exemplary dedication to
our mission is inspiring.

John LeShane
John LeShane’s 31-year span as a board member has
included leading stewardship, leading hikes for both
adults and elementary school children, reaching out
to the Portland community, and helping to raise
funds for every one of our land acquisition projects,
including Mica Ledges, Sellew, Pine Brook Falls,
Kruger Farm, and our latest, Meshomasic’s
Rattlesnake Brook Preserve.
As the founder of the Meshomasic Hiking Club,
John helped to inspire the club’s recent $25,000
donation to the Rattlesnake Brook Preserve Project,
which got us off to a great start. A walk with John in
the woods is a journey through history and tree
appreciation. If you haven’t yet had the pleasure, we hope you will get the
opportunity to join him soon for a stroll through our woodlands.
Diane Moore
Diane Moore’s service on the MxLT board is only one year shy of John’s
service, at 30 years. She has been the calm, steady hand on the tiller in this
sometimes-tumultuous world as we tack back and forth making headway
against the wind. She has served in the capacity of every office on the board,
and she has led as chair of various committees for most, if not all, of those
years. She has cheered us on as the Land Trust evolved from our humble,
nascent beginnings to an active, regional conservation force taking on multiple
significant projects simultaneously to further our mission of land conservation.
We missed presenting the award to John in person at our celebration, but were
fortunate to have our first Cattail Winner—Board Director Attorney William
Howard—present this award to Diane.
We are so proud to have John and Diane helping to make a difference for
wildlife and open space in our local community. Thank you!

Above: Board Director Bill Howard presents the Cattail Award to longtime board member Dianne Moore.

Join us on a walk to see Meshomasic’s Rattlesnake Brook
Preserve!

Sunday, November 20, 2022 at 10 a.m.
This property is located in Portland, adjacent to Meshomasic State Forest near
Great Hill Pond. The 2-mile hike will feature the forest landscape, an
abandoned granite quarry, and a 10-acre beaver pond.
If there is interest, we can take a group on an optional additional 2-mile hike to
visit the Blue Blazed Shenipsit Trail and the Great Hill overlook, which offers
views of the Connecticut River and Long Island Sound in the distance.
Participants should wear sturdy shoes and bring water and snacks as desired.
Parking is available at the end of Great Hill Pond Road at the northeast end of
the pond.
For more information and to RSVP, please contact the Land Trust office at
860-343-7537, email info@middlesexlandtrust.org, or contact Hike Leader,
John LeShane, at 860-342-0658.

Kruger Preserve Cleanup
We had a remarkable turnout at our recent cleanup at Kruger Preserve. On the
far side of the Eversource right-of-way is a lovely trail with little evidence of
trash or overcrowding by invasives. But the trail from the corner of the streetside field to the Eversource right-of-way was so choked and crowded with
invasives that it was getting difficult for our volunteer to mow.

Many thanks to John L., Alex, Larry, Robb, Doug B, Matt, Jeff and many others
for lifting tires, tires, tires, heavy metal objects, and more tires into two large
dumpsters! Our Kruger neighbor Jim W. was there to supervise and provide
moral support, and Jim M. helped as the gatekeeper.

The trailhead is now much easier to maintain, and more attractive and inviting
to hikers. We have a long way to go, but now we can encourage the remaining
native plant species to grow while we think about what to plant along the trail
to deter the rapid return of the invasives. Read more...

Interested in Stewardship?
Do you enjoy spending time outside in beautiful and interesting locations while
working with others toward a common goal of improving public access to
conserved land?
If so, the Middlesex Land Trust Stewardship group may interest you. We set
our work party schedules at our regular monthly meetings. If you would like
more information about Stewardship, please contact our main office at (860)
343-7537 or email stewardship@middlesexlandtrust.org.

The Middlesex Land Trust is a non-profit organization whose mission is to preserve
open space in northern Middlesex County (Durham, Middlefield, Middletown,
Cromwell, Portland, and East Hampton).
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Cromwell (Treasurer) • Ralph Urban, Marlborough (Secretary) • Diane Moore, Durham •
Doug Bonoff, East Hampton • William Howard, Middletown • Thomas Heidel, East Hampton
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Stay up-to-date with our events on our Facebook page:



