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Conservation News

Connecticut's Farmland Conservation Program

By: Ralph Urban

Connecticut’s Farmland
Preservation Program
continues to protect the
state’s agricultural future
by purchasing
development rights to
working farms. To date,
more than 32,000 acres
across 239 farms have been preserved.

﻿With additional farms in the pipeline, the program prioritizes high-quality soils and
supports both local agriculture and the rural landscapes that define much of Connecticut.
Ongoing investment will be key to expanding these efforts and safeguarding farmland for
generations to come. Read More...

 

Membership Drive Happening Now
 

https://middlesexlandtrust.org/connecticuts-farmland-preservation-program
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/connecticuts-farmland-preservation-program
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/connecticuts-farmland-preservation-program


What kind of landscape will we leave for the next generation? The answer depends on
what we do today to protect our remaining woods, clean waterways, and wildlife
corridors. Once a forest is paved over, it is gone forever. That's why your membership
matters right now. There’s no minimum to join—every contribution makes you a
2026 member. Join or renew today!

Become a Member

 

 

Hike at Mica Ledges Preserve

Saturday, May 9﻿
﻿10:00 AM

Join Andrew & Lucy Meigs for a 3-
mile hike at the beautiful Mica Ledges
Preserve.

Visit our website to register and learn
more.

 

Sustainable Living
 

From Waste to Worth: Reimagining the
Way We Consume
 
By: Kaitlyn Connors

Every year, the average American throws away more
than 1,500 pounds of trash—a large portion of which
could have been reused. Think about your favorite T-
shirt, the one you keep reaching for without
thinking. Why that T-shirt? You could have thrown it
out a dozen times, yet you did not. Instead, you
mended the hole and kept wearing it. Your “lucky”
shirt could have been subjected to the same cycle of
waste that defines modern consumption. But it was
not. Imagine if it was able to tell the story of the
waste it helped keep out of landfills. Sustainable
consumption speaks for it, reminding us that even
the smallest decisions matter. Read More...

Wildlife Watch

https://middlesexlandtrust.org/from-waste-to-worth-reimagining-the-way-we-consume
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/from-waste-to-worth-reimagining-the-way-we-consume
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/donate/
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https://middlesexlandtrust.org/hike-at-mica-ledges-preserve-may-9/
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/hike-at-mica-ledges-preserve-may-9/
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/hike-at-mica-ledges-preserve-may-9/
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/from-waste-to-worth-reimagining-the-way-we-consume


 

Do You Have Bats?
 
Do you notice them regularly at sunset flying around
your yard or on a regular walk? Middlesex Land
Trust Board Member Kate Miller is doing
biodiversity sampling this summer, including for
bats, and is looking for spots to test out equipment
and protocol. She has a thermal camera (which
displays differences in temperature, such as a warm bat against a cool sky) and acoustic
recorders (which record their high, inaudible echolocation calls). Kate will be testing this
equipment in early- and mid-June, then plans to use it at a Land Trust property as part of
a larger project to document biodiversity. If you know of a location where you’ve
regularly seen bats please email her at kmiller02@wesleyan.edu. And if you’d like to
join Kate and her student researcher as they sample (for less than an hour), she'd be
happy to coordinate. Thank you!

—Kate Miller, MxLT Board Member and Visiting Assistant Professor of Environmental
Studies at Wesleyan University.

(Photo credit: Jeff Vlaun, posted by CT Fish and Wildlife. Big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus).)

 

Get Involved
 

Are you interested in getting involved with the Middlesex Land Trust? We want your
help! Here are some ways you can make a difference:﻿

Help lead a hike. We're looking for folks that may be
interested in leading family or group hikes. 

Do you have a creative streak? Like to write or take
photos? We’d love to feature your content in future
newsletters, our website, or Facebook/Instagram. Submit
your creative works, including essays, narratives, photos,
photo essays — even poems!

Volunteer with us. Whether it’s helping maintain our trails
and preserves or pitching in with creative or administrative tasks, we could use your help!

﻿Tell us your stories: How have our preserves or conservation work touched your life —
share a memory, a feeling, or a story that shows why protecting these places matters. 

Get Involved Today!

 

https://middlesexlandtrust.org/from-waste-to-worth-reimagining-the-way-we-consume
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/from-waste-to-worth-reimagining-the-way-we-consume
mailto:kmiller02@wesleyan.edu
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/get-involved/


Join our friends from The Rockfall Foundation and Swamp Yankee Earthcare on
Saturday, May 16th at 9:30 AM for an educational invasive plants workshop! Visit
our website for more information.

 

Trails Day 2026
 

We’re proud to participate in this celebration
by hosting three special events on our
preserves, led by knowledgeable guides,
dedicated volunteers, and local partners.
Whether you’re a seasoned hiker or just
discovering the joy of time in nature, Trails
Day is a perfect opportunity to experience the
landscapes we protect, learn something new,
and connect with community.

Trails Day Events﻿
Saturday, June 6 and Sunday, June 7

We’re proud to participate in this celebration
by hosting three special events on our
preserves, led by knowledgeable guides,
dedicated volunteers, and local partners.
Whether you’re a seasoned hiker or just
discovering the joy of time in nature, Trails Day is a perfect opportunity to experience the
landscapes we protect, learn something new, and connect with community.

Portland Air Line Trail
Palmer Taylor Preserve (Portland)
Saturday, June 6, 10:00 AM — 1:00 PM

Women Of The Woods (WoW) NET Hike
Mica Ledges/New England Trail (Durham)
Sunday June 7, 8:30 AM — 1:00 PM

Paddling On Middlefield’s Black Pond
Roth Preserve/Black Pond (Middlefield)
Sunday, June 7, 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM

 

https://trailsday.org/
https://trailsday.org/
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/invasive-plants-workshop-saturday-may-16/
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/invasive-plants-workshop-saturday-may-16/
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https://middlesexlandtrust.org/invasive-plants-workshop-saturday-may-16/
https://middlesexlandtrust.org/trails-day-2026-events/
https://trailsday.org/events/portland-air-line-trail/
https://trailsday.org/events/women-of-the-woods-net-hike
https://trailsday.org/events/paddling-on-middlefields-black-pond/


The Middlesex Land Trust is a non-profit organization whose mission is to preserve open space
in northern Middlesex County (Durham, Middlefield, Middletown, Cromwell, Portland, and

East Hampton). 

Board of Directors
Ralph Urban, Marlborough (President) • Jon Porzuc, Enfield (Vice President) • Nicole Lee,
Cromwell (Treasurer) • Andrew Meigs, Durham (Secretary) • David Brown, Middletown •

Thomas Heidel, East Hampton • William Howard, Middletown • John LeShane, Portland • Kate
Miller, Middletown • Catie Resor, East Hampton • Jeff Dickey-Chasins, Middletown

(Alternate)

Staff
Jeb Stevens, Executive Director

The Middlesex Land Trust, Inc.
860-343-7537

info@middlesexlandtrust.org
www.middlesexlandtrust.org

Stay up-to-date with our events on our Facebook page:
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