Some Very Happy News!
State Grant Award Initiates Acquisition Project
Middlesex Land Trust is pleased to announce that we have launched the
acquisition of a 147-acre property that abuts our existing 9-acre Rattlesnake
Brook Preserve and borders the Meshomasic State Forest in the towns of
Portland and East Hampton. Since Rattlesnake Brook runs through the entire
property, we have named it Meshomasic's Rattlesnake Brook Preserve Project.
The property holds a 10-acre active beaver pond and is a foraging habitat for
the Eastern Timber Rattlesnake. This will provide protection against future
development of this property, which lies within The Nature Conservancy’s
designated Meshomasic Forest Landscape, a 15,000+ acre block of forest
important for protecting Connecticut’s biodiversity and providing aboveaverage resiliency to climate change.
These forested lands play a major role in helping to stabilize our climate,
regulate ecosystems, protect biodiversity, and are an integral part in the carbon
cycle. Preserving this land will help to protect the water quality of Rattlesnake
Brook, Great Hill Pond, and beyond. It ensures the preservation of critical
habitat for the many endangered and rare species who live on, swim in, or pass
through this beautiful land. It offers visitors wonderful vistas and the
opportunity to enjoy nature through activities such as birdwatching, hiking,

and picnicking.
We are very excited about the progress being made toward our goal to purchase
this impressive property, including the generous award of an Open Space and
Watershed Land Acquisition (OSWA) Grant from the State of Connecticut for
$364,000.
This grant gives us a great head-start on raising the total project cost of
$634,000 needed to protect this important land in perpetuity. A fundraising
campaign to enable the purchase of this parcel will continue over the next
several months.
Please consider donating to the project!
Once the property is secure, our Stewardship crew will work to install signage
and a blazed trail so the property can be accessed by the public for hiking,
birdwatching, and simply to enjoy being out on the land and in nature. To find
out how to be part of this exciting project, please visit:
www.middlesexlandtrust.org/rattlesnake-brook

Portland Library Letterboxing Collaboration and
Anniversary Event
To celebrate the 125th anniversary of the Portland Library, Jenn Renk,
Director of Youth Services at the Library, asked if MxLT would like to
collaborate on a letterboxing project. The answer: Of course!
Come to find out, we have some letterboxing enthusiasts on our Stewardship
team! Susan Reese and Val Grant worked with Jenn to create a booklet with
clues to nine locations on MxLT preserves in Portland and East Hampton. You
can learn more about letterboxing by printing out the booklet at home, or
pick up a copy at the Portland Library on Freestone Avenue. Letterboxing is a
fun way to engage kids in an outdoor setting and a great way to check out some
of MxLT’s preserves.
Thanks to the Portland Library staff and supporters, who organized a
wonderful outdoor event in June that allowed MxLT volunteers the opportunity
to engage with the community, explain our mission, and share information
about our preserves and our most recent initiative, Meshomasic’s
Rattlesnake Brook Preserve.

First photo: Steward Val Grant shows interested parties the letterboxing guide. Right photo:
Longtime Board member and Steward John LeShane (center) hangs out with Portland residents
Robert and Vera Grant.

Reading Trail Blazes
Are you an avid hiker? Have you
hiked the CT Forest & Parks
(CFPA) Blue Blaze trail system,
which has more than 825 miles of
marked trails? Or perhaps a
section or two of the Appalachian
Trail (AT) – or maybe even the
entire length (2,100 miles!) –
either in your youth or in your
dreams?
If you are on this level of hiking,
you already know how to read trail blazes. However, many who support our
mission to protect open space are not avid hikers, but may wish to give hiking a
try and are unsure of how to go about it. Several of our preserves offer the
perfect place to do a little hiking and learn the rules of the trail. If you are
interested in taking a spin on one of our preserves, be on the lookout for blazes
that mark the trail. They can either be painted directly on a surface such as a
tree or rock, or they can be a plastic blaze nailed to a tree. Be sure to have
access to the preserve map to guide you, available at
www.middlesexlandtrust.org or in the map box at the preserve.

Annual Membership Drive
As a member-supported volunteer organization, we depend on YOU to keep us
going. Please support the Land Trust by joining or renewing your
membership. If you are already a member – thank you! You are the reason
the Middlesex Land Trust is what it is today.

CT Trails Day 2022
In early June, MxLT partnered with the Portland Air Line Trail Committee and
the Meshomasic Hiking Club to lead a CT Trails Day hike starting at the
Palmer-Taylor Preserve in Portland, taking in a portion of the Air Line Trail,
and crossing over into East Hampton. The hike was led by our hike leader
extraordinaire, John LeShane, who is a wealth of knowledge both on the
history of the land and the natural features that grace it. It was a beautiful
morning! We got a little exercise, learned a few things, and enjoyed ourselves
immensely.

First photo: Hikers assemble for group photo. Second photo: John LeShane gives a brief history
of the preserve.

Women of the Woods (WoW) Hike Offerings
Would you like to feel more comfortable reading a map? Lucy Meigs of
Everyone Outside will lead a hike just for women at two MxLT preserves. A
portion of each hike will focus on how to use a trail map (including topographic
maps) to avoid getting lost and what to do if you think you are lost or turned
around.
Wednesday, July 20 at 8:30 a.m., Palmer Taylor Preserve, Portland
For details and to register: https://www.everyoneoutside.org/eventdetails/wow-hike-at-palmer-taylor-preserve-2
Sunday, July 24 at 5:30 p.m., Mica Ledges Preserve, Durham
For details and to register: https://www.everyoneoutside.org/eventdetails/wow-hike-at-palmer-taylor-preserve-3

Interested in Stewardship?
Do you enjoy spending time outside in beautiful and interesting locations while
working with others toward a common goal of improving public access to
conserved land?

If so, the Middlesex Land Trust Stewardship group may interest you. We set
our work party schedules at our regular monthly meetings, held the first
Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the deKoven House in Middletown. If you
would like more information about Stewardship, please contact our main office
at (860) 343-7537 or email stewardship@middlesexlandtrust.org.
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