New Year’s Day Hike at Spiderweed Preserve

Starting the New Year Off Right!
With gloomy skies and temperatures in the 50s, we had perfect conditions for
our New Year’s Day hike of the Spiderweed Preserve. Thanks to the many folks
who joined us from near and far (Hartland!), it was truly an enjoyable
experience with a bunch of happy hikers – the best kind. Several months ago,
in the middle of the pandemic, this preserve was featured on a TikTok video.
The power of social media helped to elevate the awareness of this interesting
preserve, but it has created much more traffic on the gravel road where the
trailhead is situated, within view of Saybrook Road. If you have an interest in
checking out this preserve located at the beginning of Dripps Road in
Middletown, please park between Saybrook Road and the trailhead, and be
careful to keep the cars on one side of the road so that access on Dripps Road is
clear. Also, please avoid driving past the trailhead, as there is no outlet.

Christmas Bird Count at Oakum Dock Preserve
In mid-December, several folks – birders and non-birders alike – congregated
at our Oakum Dock preserve, located on the banks of the Connecticut River, to
participate in the Mattabeseck Audubon Society’s 47th Annual Salmon River
Christmas Bird Count. This was intended to be a day-long event, but with
temperatures hovering around 35, clouds, and a stiff wind, we didn’t have quite
the stamina for staying the entire day. (Most of us are not ardent birders, after

all).
We did, however, manage to spy several types of birds which were documented
and reported back to this local Audubon chapter, which then sends compiled
data to the National Audubon Society to use as a gauge of how various bird
species are doing year to year. It is the longest running citizen science survey in
the world! Black vultures, blue jays, cardinals, robins, downy woodpeckers, a
Cooper’s hawk, kingfisher, and nuthatch were some of the species observed on
that frigid day.
While this wasn’t an official land trust event, it demonstrates the types of uses
our preserves get from other conservation groups who care for and monitor the
health of our environment. To learn more about this annual event, access the
link: http://www.audubon-mas.org/pages/christmasct.html. We will hope for
better weather next time around!

Left photo: From left to right: The Big Guns: Mike Beck, avid photographer; Stu Winquist, MxLT Board Chair
and birder; and Lynn Tracey, avid birder. Right photo: Stu Winquist spies a Cooper’s hawk.

Water Crossing at Temkin Preserve
For the past few months, several of our Stewards have been working to resolve
the issue of a failing bridge at our Temkin Preserve, located on Cedar Terrace
in Portland. The bridge, constructed by an Eagle Scout candidate over 20 years
ago, is solid enough, but due to the intermittent high-water levels experienced
at the location where the stream makes a sharp turn, the supports holding the
bridge have largely washed away, along with much of the surrounding bank
area resulting in a bridge with nothing to hold it up.
Despite our efforts to redirect water flow and protect the bridge pilings over the
years, the water has finally prevailed. Considering the various options, it was
decided to abandon the bridge and build a stone water crossing about 25 feet
downstream. The effort was considerable and involved hauling three 70-plus
pound flagstones a quarter of a mile down a steep ravine trail (at least it was
downhill) to the site. The bridge will need to be disassembled and hauled back
out of the property. If anyone is looking for a good workout opportunity, please
contact Stewardship at Stewardship@MiddlesexLandTrust.org!

Left photo: From left to right: Stewards Doug Bonoff, Dean Kavalkovich, Larry Lawrence, and Robb Evans.
Right photo: The completed water crossing.

As a member-supported volunteer organization, we depend on your support.
Please Donate

Winter Hike at Mica Ledges Preserve
Join the Middlesex Land Trust for a hike through
the beautiful Mica Ledges Preserve. The trails
afford a walk past majestic Pyramid Rock, travels
through beautiful stands of mountain laurel and
beech forest, along with a view from ledges
overlooking Whitney Pond. If you have an interest
in attending this hike and learning more about this
preserve, and to RSVP, please contact us at the
Land Trust office at 860-343-7537 or contact the
hike leader, John LeShane, at 860-342-0658 in
advance of the hike.
Mica Ledges Preserve, Durham – Saturday, February 12th at 10 a.m.
A 3- to 4-mile hike through Mica Ledges Preserve at a moderate pace. Meet at
the Mica Ledges parking lot at the south end of Cream Pot Road in Durham.
Hiking boots recommended, along with traction devices if footing is icy. Bring
water and snacks. Kids and well-managed dogs are welcome. Steady rain/snow
cancels.

Interested in Stewardship?
Do you enjoy spending time outside working with others in beautiful and
interesting locations toward a common goal of improving public access to
conserved land? If so, the Middlesex Land Trust Stewardship group might
interest you. We set our work party schedules monthly, currently via a Zoom
meeting on the first Tuesday of the month. If you would like more information

regarding Stewardship, please email Stewardship@MiddlesexLandTrust.org or
contact our main office at (860) 343-7537.
Have you joined the Land Trust or renewed your membership?
Become a Member

The Middlesex Land Trust is a non-profit organization whose mission is to preserve
open space in northern Middlesex County (Durham, Middlefield, Middletown,
Cromwell, Portland, and East Hampton).
Board of Directors
Stuart Winquist, East Hampton (Chair) • Andrew Meigs, Durham (Vice-Chair) • Nicole Lee,
Cromwell (Treasurer) • Ralph Urban, Marlborough (Secretary) • Diane Moore, Durham •
Doug Bonoff, East Hampton • Kim Diver, Amston • William Howard, Middletown • Thomas
Heidel, East Hampton • John LeShane, Portland • Chris Dibble, Colchester • Chantal
Foster (Alternate), Portland • Matt Marrotte (Alternate), Middletown
Staff
David Brown, Executive Director

The Middlesex Land Trust, Inc.
860-343-7537
info@middlesexlandtrust.org
www.middlesexlandtrust.org
Stay up-to-date with our events on our Facebook page:



