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A DECADE OF TRUST

Year 1:

March 1987 to
May 1988

Land Truse in 1947, just a cecade ago. The "boom years” of

development in the late eightizs exposed o critical lack of land trusts
in narthem Middlesex County. The Lend Trust was cstablished
urafficialiv om March 16, 1987, at a meeting comvenad hy Middletomam
Attommey William Howard o explore the possibility of cstablishing a
land trusr, and accept the Fenner Dam preperty in Middlerown, The
propedy was deemed unacceplable due o labilities, bul a seed for the
Tormution of @ land tust was planted. This was the catalyse that
encouraged Andy Zepp of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) m
Miaddletown to torm a land trust for the area.

It waus a perceived need that led to the formation of the Middlesex

Andy was a well krown consarvationist. A former member of
Middictown's Inland Wedland Commission, he beld che position of Land
Sreward at TR, and was Chairman of the Middletown Conszrvation
Commiszion, He was heavily invnlved in a broad variety of land
protaction projects and was respected for his ahility to form and
organize cffective cnvironmental groups for variouws causcs, It was his
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desire to form the Bliddlzses Land Tiast becanse, as he stated in the
Trust's (irst newsleter; "As development pressures increase throughour
our region, 11 s clear that we must act now in order to protect this arca’s
finest natural areas, Wirh thizs aoal in mind, The Middlesex Tand Trust
wag born,"

In the spring ol 1987, Andy assembled o group of volooteers and
conservationists Lo form a multi-town land trust in nomhern bMiddlesex
County, for the towns of Cromwell, Durbam, East Hampton,
Middleficld, Middiztown and Portland, This group formed the [rst
governing hody and consisted of twelve members: Andy Zepp, Anne
Bicktord, Eric Hammer, Ron Klattenberg and Susan Coaley of
Middletown; Jim Gibbons of Durham; Steve Dyson of Middletield;
Patricia Leavenworth of Higganum; Mark Peterson and Matthew Roth
af Portland, Ann Steeer of Hanford;, and Dave Tits of Cromveell, The
heand's firel oflicers were Andy Zepp as President, Anne Bickford as
Wice President, Enc Hammer as Treasurer and Jim Sibbons as
Secretury. With te governing body and oflicers in place, they s21 oul o

officially establish e Middlesex Land Trost.

The governing booard's first task was o formalize the organization of the
Trust. On May 11, 1987, at its first Board of Directors meeting at the
deKoven House in Middletwwn, the Board approved its By-Laws and
Certificate of Incorparation, thus afficially forming the Middlesex 1and
I'mast, Ine. The new Board of Directors and officers were as mentioned
previous|y.

A Centificate of Incorporation for the Middlesex Land Trost, Inc. was
filed with the Secretary of the State on Mav 13, 1987, The pature of its
activities and purposaes were listed as:

I. Topromate tor the benefit of the goneral public the preservation
of natural resources principally in, bt net limiced o, the Couney
of Midd'esex. These resources shall includz land and wartcr
resnurees, the plant and animal ife theraon, and unigne scenic,
naturcal and hisroric zites;

Teengeze moand promote the scientilic stody of aml education
regard g patural resouices,
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3. Touse all propertes beld o contolled by the corpuration and
the net earnings therzof for the benefir of the gereral public and
for charitable, educational, recteational, consarvation, scientilic
and historical purpnscs.

President Xepp submitted an epplication for tax exempt stams From
federal income tax on Jupe 19 and received exemption under section 501
(cH3)on September 17, 1987, The Trust's Irst "office” was at THC in
Middletown, A base membership was established and «[Torts werz
freeused on acguiring vao racts along Spruce Brook in Middlctown, and
one racl along the Cosinchaug Kiver on the Middletown and
Middlefield border. On December 17, 1987, the Trust acouired its [rst
property. the 20 acre Leaska-Pearson Preserve along the Coginchiug
River in Middletown. The Trst received much press coverage Trom the
Hartford Courant and the Middletown Fress,

Andy Zepp

Alse, in May T9RT, the l'mst began developing s first membership
brochure. In July a publicicy fiver was put together and complesion of




the brochure and development of a land trust logo was being discussed.
Adier the Trusts iocorporation o May, a 51,000 grant from Rocklall
Corparation provided stant up funding for a number of projecis, such ag
logo and brochure development, and 10 cover ponbing and maling costs
[ December, the logo was Doalized and the booclre was sent ool Tog
printiag. Two-thousand copias were recaived in February 1988

The first two issvues of the Trust's newsletter, The Middlever Landscape,
were published and distnbuted in February and April of 1938, [ts name
was decided at the January 1988 Board meeting. The new brochure"s
firse hulk mailing was in March. President Zepp was also husy
spreading the word with presentations, ficst to the Midstate Regional
Flanning Agency in Febrary, and to the Cromwell Historical Society in
March. The By Laws were amanded on Apnil 12, 1938, Among the
changes: the President became the Chairman and the Vice Prasident
became the Yice Chairman,

The Trust held its first Annual Meeting on May 15, T9EH, at the
dekoven House in Middletown, Les Corey, Direstor of the Connecticut
Chapter of THC, was the featured speaker. He spoke on "Middlesex
Conney’s Mapishing Landscape: The Challenge For Open Space
Conzarvation” After guiding the fledgling Middlesex Land Trst to o
degree of sucoess unusual among oew land rusts, founding Lather Andy
Zepp stepped dovn from the Board (o travel dae country, and (o seek
Musters degree in Natural Resource Policy at Comell University in the
full. Susan Cooley assumed the Chaimman's role. Susan was the
Director of Investment Services of Fammvest and past Director of
Stewrrndship for the Connecticnt Chupeer of TN where she weote the
guide, "Councry Walks in Conmecticut”. Lee Kegers and John Hriar of
Middlafield joined the Board. Lee replaced Jim Gibbons as Secretary.
Dy thes tme membership bad grown (o 106 members. Thus ended the
historic and highly seccessiul Nest vear of The Middleses Land Troose,

Ycear 2: May 1988 to May 1989

as reformation and establishment. With new leedership, the Trust

Thl: secemd yvear of the Middleses Land Toust could be charsctenzed
endeavorsd to [ind and establish iisell with the public. The Board




develnped goals for the coming vear for land gcguisimion and
stewardship plenning, end the membership committes developed a plan
ta donclzle membership to 200, In July, the Deoard's regular meeting
soehedulc was st for che Ol Monday of such month.

For publicizy, the Trust co-sponsered a canoe tnp with the Mattabeseck
Auduhon Soccry an Octaber 1 to Wilcox Island on the Connzeticut
River in hMiddlctown. A large silver maple was found and measured ro
have a 197" circumferenes. In the November 1985 newslerer, Jim
Cribbons wrote an arficle defining what & land fmuse is, and highlighred
the impornance of the Middlesex Laod Trust 12 county municipalities,
Mermbers of e Board of Directors participated in the sixt anowsl
Convocaticn of Laod Trusts beld ot the University of Tantford, The
Board also endorsed the Middletown Urban Foresiry Project and o draft
“Stewardship Plan of the Leaska-Pearson Tract” was developzd by Trust
members in the sprong of 1988, Preservabion stforts now extended te all
six tnwmns and several site vizits were conducted.  Another Middleseay
Landicane newslotior weus distributed in the spring of 1989,

A highlighr for the year involved the dedication of the Trost's first
acquisitinn, the Leaska-Pearsen preserve, nm Barth Day, April 22, This

The Leawin - Peacior Freseove pod Cagineiamr Biver fe Aiddiegan
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dedication ==t an wpbeal almosphecs for the Board of Tirectors,
members of the Laml Trost and the doners. The caremony was well
attended und publicized. After the dedicaricn, Phil and Boh Merriam of
Mermam Tree Farm provided refreshments and feee seedlings o all
wllendses,

I'he second annual meseting was leld May 23 a0 the deKoven Haouse,

I'he Excentive Dircctor of the Frunklin Land Trust, bMark Zenick was the
keyvnots speaker and he spoke on "Integrating Aflordable Iovsing with
{¥pen Space Preservation.” Four new Dhreclors wers elected (o the
Board; Mary Ann 1Dickinson, Lynn Johngon, Tom Ladny and Cilenn
McMNamara., The ptticers remained the same. Membership of the Land
Trizst was reported at 114 memhbers.

Year 3: May 1989 to May 199

of the six towns within the Lund Trust seea, wnd education and

outreach efforts were on Lthe iIncrease. Membership lists from
PATINET COMsETYALION Oreunizalions were soueht o increase the mailing
and recruitment hase. Slowly, membership increased w1 38 members
by the end of 1984,

! coumisition possibilites wers now being pursued actively in most

The Tiust aponsorcd a preacntation in Oetoher on Birds of Prey given by
Dick Luciug., Iy Tanwary, the goals sct for [98% were again adopted For
1990, It wags ar this mecring that the Whirney family firs indicared their
interest i preserving their property in Durham, This parcel eventually
became the Trust's Mica Ledges Praserve. A Stewardslip plan for the
Lewsku-Pearson Preserve, prepared und completed by Trust members
Parnicia Durnigan, Beth Lapin and Lee Rogers,was presented at the
Febrary mecting. A new Middlesex Landsoape nowsleter was
disrrilyired in the spring of 19910,

The third annual meeting was held on May 31 at the pew Connecticut
Foresl and Fazk Azsociation binldiog in Middleheld Speaker Carolyn
Hughes, the Ceordifiator of Conneclicul's River Meoagzienl Progam,
presenied g shde lecivre abaut the state program and what could be done
focallv e procect vivers in Middlezex Croonty. Membership had
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ocrsased 16 172 members. Fonr new Dircenis joined the Boaid;
Maigaret Maorice, Jane Brawerman, Phyllis Gerard, and Kin Platt

(O Bourke). The Land Truse participatsd in the twenticth annmiversary
feativitizs of Farth Tlay with an exhibit af Woslewvan's Eoo-Fair and
numerons edusational activitios in several toams.

Year 4: June 1990 to June 1991

wring e election ol vllicers af the Buasd meeling on June 4,

Sve Covley stepped duwn as Chasrrnan. John Friar way elecoed

as Chairman, Glenn MoeMamara 25 ¥ice Chairman and Mary
Ann Dickinzon as Treasurer. In September, Soc Coeley announced tha
she was leoving the Bourd to teke up dairy farming in nartherm Yermont,
hat momth, the Land Trst cosponsared a multi-rown meeting, for fown
ntticialzs, land use commissioners and inferest residents ih the
Coginchang River hazin to share concems and salotions for the dver
cnrridar,

Fand Tmast azquisition activities continued m camest io ell $1x towns.
Driscussion between the Board and the Pocolopaug Communily
Corporation i East Hampron regarding the presecvaton of a larre
pariel parth of Lake Pocotopaug wias the main (ocus m the spong of
1291, Aleo, u Goals und Purpuss Statement was developed and adoptad
by the Bowrd. The Board's Stundurds und Practices were alse developed
and adopted in Jane.

The fonteh Annnal Mesting was again held at the Connecricnt Farest and
IPark Association ilding on June 5. A presentation on Middlatown's
Urbsan Forestey Prozeam was given by Boresiers Stan Walson, Bruce
Spaman end Fobert Bicard. Jobn LeShane and Crank LaDBella wers
elected to the Board while Beth Lopin resigaes. Membership was
reported ac 186 menvhors.

Twn apwsletters wera distribuced by tha Trost during the vear, The vear
ended with a June 8 canoc trip to Wileox Tsland that was cosporsored
with (he Muuubessck Audubon Seciety (o celebrate Rivers Moot




Year 5: June 1991 to
June 1992

he year started oft with the
reelection of the same
officers and the addition of

Fim O Rourke as Secretary at the
July 1 Buand meeting. In Ociober,
Julianna Barrew, a Field Biologst
with THC was elected 1o the
Bourd us u reprezentative for East
Hampton. The November 19491
Board meeting was to have cne of
the bigzest impacts on the Land
Trust For many vears to come, It
was during this mesting that D,
Ceorze and Mrs, Whitney attended to @ik about a 106 acre parce! in
south Durham and north Madison that they owned and wanted Lo protect
[rom development. This parce] contained part of the Blue Tral, & 6 scre
pond, ridgs ops with scenic vistas and habitat for endangered reptile
SPCCIes.

O, Crearge Whilnay

[irzetars John Leshane, Tom Ladny and Lyan Johnson hiked the parcel
on Movember 11 and bronght hack a glowing report to the Decaimbe
Board meeting. Tha Eoard set acguisition of the Whitney's parcel as itz
hizghest pricovity ar its Janoary 1992 meering, T also sef a high poiority oo
increasing membership and public avarensess through an ambitious st
ol public events. Part of that awareness was 1o continue s Board
meetings at the librares within the 6 towns. The first full Board sitc
vizit to the Whitney and adjacent Guliclmetti parcels was condoeted on
April £, 1992, Also in April, the Board vared fo porsue the acquisition
of ilg gecond parcel, adjacent 1o the Paley Farms subdivision o Porland.
Thiz & acre parcel included Aoodplain, & woocdlond stream and woeoded
terrace slopes adiacent (o Wangunk Meadows.

In June. the Trost sponsored o Mountan Laorel walk along the
Martabesest Trml in Muddletown and also perbicipated 1o the Fose Town
Celebravion in Cromwell, The [ith Annual Meeting was held on Junc 4




The first visit o Mice Ledpes

in Middlefield, Dr, Mick Bellantani, Connecticut Stare Archasologist,
gave a spirited presentation entitled "Old Bones and Crpen Space:
Connecting Acchaeology to Land Presecvation in Novthern Middlesex
Connty,” Six new Directars weare elected; Attomey Bill Howard, Diane
Moeare, Greg Warren, Stan Watzon, Tom Wells and Nancy Woalhanse-
Mueller. The last four of the founding Directors, Anne Bickford, Tim
Gibbens, Ann Streel and Ron Klattenkers slepped down [rem the Land
Trust Board, John Froar elso stepped down as Chairman and the new
olficers to he elected were Tom Ladny as Chatrman, John LeShane as
Vice Chairman and Frank LaBella as Treasurer. Kim ('Rourke
continued as Secretary. Membership was reported at 124 members.
Two newsletters were published during the vear.

Thus ended the (ist § veaws of the existence of The Middlescx Laond
Tmst. Whar startd on a fast rack the first year, soon followed with 4
years of iransitonal changes, oew challenges, foundation building and
renewed promise [or the coming 3 vears,




Year 6: June 1992 to June
1993

y the start of its sixth veas, the
B Land Trst was very active in

site visits and fand acquisifion
activities, Up toe this point, only ons
parce] had been acquired, but thal was
soon o chunge, Negotiations fora 6
acre parcel adjacent o the Paley
Farms sithdivision in Portland
et continuad through the swmmer, The
22 transfer was completed in late
December 1592, Tt was samed (he
Abe Tenkin Preserve, By August,
Dedicoring the Abe Temiin the Boand had acquisition inlerests in
Fesserve 13 other parcels.

Tuly 1992 proved to be a big tuming point for the Land Trust. The Trust
aquired its first official home in an office within the deKoven House in
Middletewn. Mo more wers records and files o be kept eround the
county in milk crates! Taroogh the gencrosity of the Rockfall
Frundation ard a couple of local businesses, the “Tmust now had an office
with furniture, and file and map cahinets. The Trst became established.

In December, the Board developed the Middlesex Land Trust Mission
Statement, later adopted in Febmary, Dr, Whitney also dropped a
bombshell by announcing that a developer had proposed an attiractive
offer for hus parcel in Durham and the Board's hopes of acguisilion
started o fade. Membership had fallen to 106 members by eardy 1993,

Spirits picked up agam in March when a third parcel was donuated by the
Tacksens in Middletown. This parcel was the first of several received
aleng Sumner Brook, and resulted from a senes workshops on the
Sumner Brook watershed held in conjunction with the City of
Middlerown te intzest landawners in the prateetion of the stream,




Tom Ladey and dowor John Sackion
s fhe fesr sipn o the Jackson
Freseroe an Spewmer Brood in
fizierann

Niediczrinm of e Ahe Temkin Treseeve in Torland oocrered on May 22,
a Ioyonts oocasicon! That moneh, the Tast also participated o (e
Caginchaug River Day festivitizs wirh a display ar Vereran's Park.

The Sixth Anoual Meeting ocouned oo June 7 whzie USGE Geologist
Jamer Srone presented "The Glacial History of Middlatown/Connecticut
River Valley Arca " This meeting was well attended and vne new Doard
mernber, Biclend Sweel, was elecied. Two newsletters were published
duning the year and membership wis ennounced ab 140 members.

Year 7:
Jung 1993 to June 1994

b summimer of 1905
provided a hrict rehef frr
b Board and rhe

oppeatity o conchicl sie walks
T potential avyguizitivns o

Cusrw Preseses Dedicadion Partland and along Sumner
Brock in Middistown, The Dt
praserve dedicated along Summner

Ll




Brook occurred in September for the Jackson Farms parcel. Also that
month, the 7 acre Cassa properly was acquired and the Board voted to
accepl a parcel in Portlaod Jooated by Lova Mead Hoar, The Cassa
parcel direcily aburted and enhanced Middletown's 98 acre Cuoida Farm
Conservation Area, In MNovember, the Board vofed to accept the Charles
Johnzon 12 acee parcel locatad within Pecansett Meadows in Portland.
Fimnal clozure on four parcels occurred in December. The Lova Mead
Hoar and Cherles Johnson parcels in Porlland, and 1w parcels donated
by the Palmer family, ooe located in Exst Hampuon and the other in
Portland. In all of 1993, the Land Trust had acquired 6 pareels of land
comprising approximately 32 acres.

Land Tmst visibility and publicity cfforts contnued with the purchase of
a Downing display board to bz used ar Land Tmst functions and events,
The first opporiunity came in Movember when the Land Trost and East
Hampton Conservation Commission co-sponsored o pressniation of
“Preserving Family Lands™ at Exst Hampton's Community Center.
Ciuest speaker Stephen Brodenck, o Forester with the UConn Extension
Service, explained the importence of sstate planning and varous
techniques tn redoce tax lighilities when passing land on to hers. Later
that month, during the I'mist’s rcgulu: Hiowerd mecting, William Wamer,
Middletown's City Planner, and Melissa Levy presented the Sumner
Brock Coriddor Dnitiative and Middletown's Open Space Plan to the
Buoard.

Midalefown Flanner Wiliiam
Waarner explaing the Sumner Brook
Corrador feiriadive




Dwring December, the Boearnd dizcussed the possible joint porchaze of the
Whitney parce] with e Madison Laod Teusl, Membeslip was at 173
members. 1994 aoals were 32t 10 increase membership to 300 members,
produce 3 neswslarers, and complete the Land Tmsr's Standards and
Practices document,

The draft Stewardship Plan for the Abe Temkin Preserve was presented
lor review snd adoption in te winter of 1994, Alse dunng this time,
three workshops wene conducted in covperation with Middletown's
Planning and £oning and Conservation Commissions. These workshops
focused on the namral resources of the Sumner Brook valley in south
Middletown to identify and recommend lands worthy of preservacion,
Rzsults of these meetings were presented o the Board in May by
William Warner,

Tiee Mrady Pareel and
Namaoer Rrood

By March, the azking price for the Whimney parcel had doubled o
32000 per acre and the Board was now szeking to combine asguisition
and fund eaizsing effose with the Madizon Land Tmar Aleo, the Rradys
of Middletown effered a section of a parcel thar insludad an agriculoiral
field, o few hundred feet of Sumner Brook and o scemc wooded slape,

Witk the pumerous acgmsitions duriog the previous year came
dedication activities. Three dedications wese helid within two days: the
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Gencral John Hoar (Luva Mead Hoar) Nature Preserve on May 13, and

the Charles Johnson, Tayler Brook {Palmer), and Cobalt Landing

{Palmer) Preserves on May 14, A thurd newsletier For the vear was alzo
distnbutzd during blay.

Jokn Ledhane assists Luva
Hewar post the General Tokin
Haar Preseree

The seventh Annual Meetng was held June 13 in Middleficld at the
Connecticut Forest and Parkes Association building. Key note speaker
Attorney David Platt from the law finn of Murtha, Cullina, Richtcr and
Pmney highlighted the importance of estate planning in land
preservation. Fommer Chairman John Friar was presentad with an
Appreciation Award by the Board for his Land Tmst dedication and
leadz=rship while on the Board of Dirccters. Kent Ritter from Cromwell
juined the Board, and Tom Ladny stepped down after two years as
Chairman. The newly elected afficers inemded Tohn T.eShane as
Chaiman, Diane Maoore as Vice Chairman, Frank LaBella as Teeasurer
and Tomn Ladny as Secretary. Since the previous June, the Board
acyuired five parcels totaling 28 acres and held four dedications. Three
newslellers were published and membership grew o nearly 200
members. Yeoar seven mumed out to ke one of the busicst and productive
years thus far.




Year 8: June 1994
to June 1995

he new year started off
Twi[h news Lhat the
Land Trust
membership was now more
than 200 and climbing,.
Funding from the statz’s
Recrzation and Mamiral

Mancy Wooleonse-Meuller, fohn LeShane Heritage Trust program wag
and "Sruegy” Kalinowski af the Sauggy being investigated far the
Ealineeski Preserve dedication Whitney parce]. The Land

Truzt received its second

parcel lecated in Portland s
Pecansett Meadows, This 2,65 acre parcel, denated by Joseph "Snuggy"
Kalinowski, was locared south and adjacent to the 12 acee Johnson
Preszrve,

Fall brought closure for two parcels. The Cassa Preserve was dedicated
on September 24 at the entrance t the Guida Farm Conservation Area.
This dedication recetved much press and was attended by two of the
Guida Brothers. The dedication of the Snuggy Kalinowski Preserve
ook place on October 29 with a walk th rongh che flood plain meadow,
Boch dedications were well attended. The fall nowsletter was also
discributed in Ocrober.

On Oclober 14, the TLE. Fish and Wildlile Service and the Connecticut
Depariment of Environmental Prolection dedicated the Connecticut
River Estuary and Tidal Wetlands Complex as a Wetland of
Interational Importance, especially as waterfow! habitat. This wetland
complzx, which includes Pecausett Meadows, was anz of only |5 such
dezignztions for the United States. Because of the Trust's praperties in
Pecanzatt Meadows, the Board was reprezanted by two Directers ar this
lisleric signing,




The Land Trust beld a "Sumimit Mecting"” on October 146 inviting the
public to come and visit the Whimney and Gulielmetti properties o
appeeciate these unique and scenic parcels. The tumout was
overwhelming. Later, on Movember 5. the Middlesex Land Trust was
recognized with an Henerable Mention Award as a revitalized and
dvnamic land rwst, and far its preservation effoms and accomplishments
within Pecansstt Meadows dusing the awards caremony at the Annal
Land Trust Convocation.

Necretary of the
Tnterioe Bruce
Beabbin speaks
ql the

IR AT
River Estieary
ared Trolal
Wetlomay
Complex
mecting

The year snded with a donation of 51,365 from the 8TOP (Stop
Trushing Of Portland) organization for preservation of land within
Portlenc. A third parcel in Pecansett Meadows was received from Peg
Harper, and membership was at 221, A goal of 300 members was sot for
the noxt year,

Winter and spring activities included a March wulk on the Whitney and
Giulielmesti parcels with Nick Bellantoni, Connecticut State
Archacologist, and zeveral more walks for the public in April. Tree
planting ar the Abe Temkin Preserve accurred on Apnl 22 and
dedications for the Pes Harper and James Longworth (Biady) Preszives
ocourred on May 20, The membarship was up (o 240 members by the
end of May when the spring newsletier was publizshed,
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Plariing treex ot the Abe Tembin Preserve

Acquisilion elfors were pow concentrated on neaching an agresment
with the Whitneys [or their parcel. They proposed a five year payment
schedule and rejecied the use of funds from the state's Becresation and
Matural Heritage Trust program for the purchase. Mo clear consensas
could be reache:d by the Board to purchase the parcel without financial
assistance at a special mesting held on April 10, As a result, the

State Archaenlogin
Dir, Nick Bellantogi
deserthar condifions
i the pest howve
rear Mica Ladzes in
phae 4 7O s




The Brady's celebrare the
dediaiion of the Longrorik
Pregerve with friends

Madison Land Trust met and indicated a willingness to consider a
combined effort of botk Land Trusts to co-acquite and eo-nwn the
property. At a joint meetng on bay 1 at the Darham Library, the teo
Trusts met o discuss the proposal. After the pressntation, the
Middlesex Land T'mst voted to acquire W hitney's parcel together with
the Madizon Land Trust.

The eighth Annual Meeting occurmed on June 12. Dick Bowerfield, &
Board nrector of the Connecticut Forests and Parks Association, gave a
talk and slide show entitled "The First 100 Years". He discussed their
leadership role in the state's effor i preserve its natural heritage
through its parks and 700 mile blue trail system, Tom Ladny and Lyvan
Johnzom latt the Board and two new Directors, Davathy DiFica and Liynn
Mckenna were electad. Tohn LeShane stepped down as Chairman and
the newly clected officers were Richard Swaet as Chairman, Diane
Moore 83 Viee Chairman, Frank LaBella as Teeasurer and Tom Wells as
Secrerary, June membership was announeed st 269 members, Four
dedications and two new parcels totaling 6 acres had been acquired
during the vear. Twoe newsleters had been published und distribut=d.




Year 9:
June 1995 to June 1996

he new vear brought a large
I responsibibity w the Bourd

and new Chairman: raising the
funds for the newly accepted Mica
Ledges preserve in Durham. The
l.and Trast Board had formally
commirted fo the acquisition of Uus
parcel, howewver, the agreament with
e Whitnevs and the Madison Lund
Truzt had nor val been Minalized or
signed. The hike up the mountain
hied Just started.

In September. the Board voted to accept four new parcels. [t also
completed transfer of the 15 acre Martinez parcel i Durham alang the
Coginchaug River, named the Cogincheang Cuarry Prasarve, and the 3.2
acre Faientz parcel, named the Holmgren Prescrve, in East Hampton.
Aldan Hurst joined the Board as an interim Dicector [om Easl Hampton.

Dcrober 22 was the day of the "Hike-A-Thon", drawing attenton to the
efforts (o save the Whitney and Gulielmeiti parcels, In November, the
Holmgren Preserve wos dedicated. The Beard lavnched s Pecansett
Pond Inttative by matling letters to all land owners in the Pecausetr
Meadows area introducing tiem o the Land Trust and mviting their
consideration to donate property to the Tnst.

Im Drecember, after years of negatiation, the Land Trust essentially
acquired the 3 acre Caplio et al. properly in Porlland. This was the
fourth parcel recerved m Pecawsei Meadows m Portland, Late that
month, the deed for the 7.5 acre Narwald parcel 0 [arhem was
received, and the Winter 1995 newsletter was distnbodied.

Spring 19%6 was relatively quiet. The Board indicated irs sappost for (he
ti-town (heciden, Middicfield and Middictown} cffort to preserve theit
traprack ridges, Acquisition efforts for seversl parcels were escalating,
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The Land Trust was also assisting the town of Durham in it efforts w
purchase the Caliclmetti 28 acre affering as twn apen space. That
purchase was completed in 1997,

The Annuel Mecting was held on June 149 &t the deBoven Homss, The
gucst spraker was Dr. Peter Patton of Weslevan University who spoke
on the changing Connecticur landscape and inllvences from natueal
forees, The four officers remained the same as the previows year, and
Alan Huest of East Hanpton, and Brad Belizlz of Colchester were
elected o the Board of Directors, Membership was announcad at 204
menbers. For the year, 4 parcels tolaling 29 acres were received. There
wits une dedication and one newsletter published.

Year 10: June 1996 to June
1997

b last year of the Middlesex
Lend Trust's decade of

existenee started on @ historic
note. O July 13, 1994, the Middlesex
and Madison Land Trosts co-signed
the mortgage decwments for the 88
acte Whitney parcel in Prham and
Madison, This matked the ficst time o
Couuecticut deat two Land Towsts jointly acquired a parcel of Land. In
addition, the 1142 acee Behling parcel in Middletown was acquired in
July.

By Scptember, the "Save The Mica Ledges™ fund raising project was
staried with plans [or a vaffle drawing ta be held o 1997, A Lhike of
Mica Ledpes wos scheduled for Ootober 26 (o kick off the lund reiser.
The last of 8 desds for the Caplin et al. parcel were finally received after
4 years of owner searching. To end the month, the 6.5 acre Ted Benson
parcel in Middictown was acquired.
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In Qctober, Stewardship Committze Chatrman Alan Hurst introduced
five student interns from Wesleyan University who were working on the
development of Management Plans for several of the Trust's preszrves.
Later that month, the Middlesex Land Trust reczived the 1996 Matural
Resource Conservation Organizstion Award from the Middlesex Councy
Soil and Water Conscrvation [district.

The Fall 1996 Middleses Landsoape
newsletter was published and distributed
o November, To end 1996, the Trust
acfuived 3 additional parcels n
Bliddletown; the 7 acre Norman Benson
Preserve, adjucent to the Ted Benson
parcel on Lementation Mountain, the 2
acre Manno Preserve off Main Street
Extension, and the 36 acre Delber Harris
Proserve alemg Sumner Brook.

The spring of 1997 was equally tusy with
waork partics held by the Trest o six of its
preserves, The Trust alsao added w ils
holdings with the 6.7 acre Arburns Steest
Preserve in Middletown, and the [ acee
Milez Homes Preserve located adjacent Lo
the James Lengworth Presarve on Summer Broek in Middletewn, The
Winter/Sproing 1997 newsletter came cut and on Earth Day, the drawing
[or the “Save The Mica Ledses" [und raising naffle was held a
Durham's Town Hall. Przes included an Old Town canoe, bimocolars,
and books.

A cave ar Mlca Ledpes

In May, Eagle Scaut Rob Rosenthal of Portland crganized and
conducted a work pacty at the Genecal John Hoar Natire Preserve o
clear a trail, install a large wooden teail and boundary sign and o
remaove irazh and exotic invasive plants growing within the preserve,
Development of this preserve s an ouldoor nature sducation Bagle
Seoul project wllovwesd Bob to reach his zoel while helping the Land
Trust reach its goal for this preserve.

The year ended as 10 started, ona bigh nete with the donation of an
additienal 27 acres in June fo the Abe Temkin Presecve i Portland by
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Abe’s ann Stave. The Trust By-Laws wers amenced for the second time
on Junc 9, 1997 hy the Board of Directors.

The wnth Annual Mesting was held on June § an the deKoven House,
Ciuest speaker Carol Milland of the Cenpecticut Aodubon Society spoke
about the songbirds of northem Middlesex County. Bichard Sweet
stepped down as Chairman and Alan Hurst replaced him as "the bridpge”
inw the scoond decade of Land ‘Trust existence. Diene Moore, Frunk
LaBella and Tom Wells remained as ¥ice Chairman, Treasurer and
Sceretary, respectively. Mow Dircctors elected to the Board inclheded
Teft Walherg and Rill Barls of Middletown, and Lanrie Giannarti and
John Shomsky of Middlefield, Membership was reported ar 218
members and 2 newsletlers wera published during the vear. The bipgest
socomplizhment was the soquisiion of Mica Ledges along with B cther
parcels foc a totul of approximalely 161 acres.

In the first decade of The Middlesex Land Trust, 24 parcels comprising
over 290 acres were acquired as presecves in northern Middlessx
Counly. This success is the resull of the seed that was planted during
that March 1987 meetng convened in Attomey Bill Howard s office
that grew into the Middlesex Land Tmast. Since joining the Board of
[irzators in 1992, Bill has provided the Trost with dircetion and legal
advise. He has served as the "go o person who quictly stepped up
when needed during parcel acquisirions by volunteering his legal
cxpertise for drafring deeds and closing on Tmisr acquisiticns. He
provided thess serviees for all o the fiest pasee] acquired by the Trust,
For this, the Middlesex Land Trst is etemally gratefn] and appreciarive
of Rill's vizion and involvemenr  Tr is fitting that this decade of history
as & Land Trust beging and ends with the Board of Directors
acknowledeement of Bill Howard for allowing us thiz Decade of Trust.

Tomn Ladny, Thirestar
Muddbeses Liaod Trust, Ine,
Diecember, 1507
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OUR MISSION

The Middlesex Land Trust's mission is
fo preserve open space in Northern
Middlesex County by identifying,
protecting, and maintaining significant
natural features such as wetlands,
scenle areas, critical wildlife habitats,
prime farmland, and unigue geological
formations. The Land Trust accepts
donations of property as well as
conseruation easements to enswre that
these lands remain in open space for
the benefit and enfoyment of future
generations,
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