
Middlesex Land Trust 
27 Washington Street 

Middletown, CT. 06457 
 

 
April 2, 2021 
 
 
Dear Neighbor;  
 
The Middlesex Land Trust (MxLT) is embarking on a project at the Highland Pond Preserve we 
thought you’d be interested in knowing about. The Highland Pond Preserve contains a large 
pond created by an aging, man-made dam. Like other land trusts, MxLT stewards its lands to 
maintain native species and the habitats they depend upon. As the owner of the dam, the Land 
Trust is required by the state to have a professional engineer inspect the dam every five years.  
Due to the costs and liabilities associated with the dam, as well as its ecological impact, the land 
trust is evaluating the conditions that would result if the dam were removed.   
 
The Land Trust has secured funding through a federal grant to retain an engineer who will 
conduct field studies and a watershed hydrologic assessment to evaluate the negative impacts 
the dam has on stream habitats. The funding for this project will allow the Land Trust to explore 
opportunities. The engineer will prepare a report on their findings and describe habitat changes 
if the dam were removed. The current grant funding does not provide for changes at the dam. 
 
We expect this planning project to get launched this summer and to be completed early in 
2022. Our project team includes members of the Land Trust board, Sally Harold, project 
manager and former director of River Restoration and Fish Passage with The Nature 
Conservancy and Steve Gephard, former Supervising fisheries biologist with the CT Department 
of Energy and Environmental Protection. 
 
We would like to invite you to join a Zoom presentation about this planning study on Tuesday, 
April 20th at 7PM.  If you are free to join us, please send a message to Sally Harold at 
Riverworkllc@gmail.com, by 4/18, to indicate your interest.  She will reply to your message 
with a link to the zoom meeting.  If you are unable to attend you may call the Middlesex Land 
Trust, at 860 343-7537, to receive a PDF of the presentation by email.   
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
David Brown 
Executive Director 


