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MIDDLESEX LAND TRUST AQUIRES SHAILER LEDGES PRESERVE
The Middlesex Land Trust has recently acquired a
rather unique property located in the Maromas section of Middletown. Comprising 22 +/- acres, the
property is characterized by steep outcrops and
ledges enclosing deep ravines. The donors wish to
remain anonymous, so MLT has gone back in time
to find a suitable name for the property. Land
records research revealed that the parcel was historically known as the “Shailer Tract”, named for an
early 19th-century owner. Combining this reference
with a physical description, MLT has named the
property the “Shailer Ledges Preserve”.

made from an old highway (part of the original River
Road) that climbs easterly from the southerly terminus of Maromas Road to a steep ridge on the southeasterly boundaries. The ridge provides a sporting
scramble, but an easier approach follows another old
road into the central ravine. Steep and bold ledges
overlook the ravine and provide more scrambling opPlease turn to page 3

The property is bounded westerly by Maromas
Road, southerly by Aircraft Road, easterly by land of
Pratt & Whitney (the jet engine plant) and northerly
by CL&P powerlines. Best access to the property is

2013 MIDDLESEX LAND TRUST
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Strong performance by the Middlesex
Land Trust depends on strong and active membership roles. Please fill in
the membership application on page
seven and choose the most effective
way you can involve youself. Conservation work is a very rewarding way
to spend time. If you have already
joined for 2013 – Thank you!
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THE CHAIRMAN’S CORNER
Dear MLTers:
In the President’s second inaugural address, much to the surprise of some, this second term President declared in unequivocal language a renewed commitment to environmental
sustainability.
Many critics have complained of what they consider a somewhat tepid record of environmental progress during the President’s first term, as the long war, the faltering economy and
budget challenges have absorbed Presidential and Congressional attention. However, rereading the recent inaugural address leaves little doubt that the threat of climate change, the
related push for sustainable energy, and protection of “our national treasure, our forests and waterways, our croplands and
snowcapped peaks,” as described in the speech, are clearly
stated policy priorities for the second term. In the speech’s
words, it is a commitment to “preserve our planet commanded to our care by God.”
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While the critics may have a valid point regarding the first
term -- although surely the new motor vehicle mileage expectations were an important step in the right direction -- there is
little doubt that the President’s message sets a new tone and a
higher bar for the second term. There are critical issues pending right now -- the Keystone pipeline, climate change initiatives, and energy infrastructure questions, all of which hinge
on these policy directions. Just as we seek vigilantly to preserve and protect our corner of the natural world here in
northern Middlesex County, so we must continue to press our
elected leaders of all parties and from all regions to push for
progress on these national and global environmental challenges.
Your MLT’s commitment is enduring and unshakeable.
MLT’s record reflects that. Let us hope our national leaders
can make similar progress on their stated commitments to environmental sustainability.
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SHAILER LEDGES PRESERVE

Continued from page 1

portunities for adventurous visitors. A loop trail will
be established that will lead hikers up and over the
top of the ledges along the northerly boundary. The
trail will be blazed and mapped and ready for travel
by late spring or early summer 2013.

Shailer Ledges Rock Shelter

This part of Middletown was formerly occupied to a
much greater extent than it is today, as evidenced by
the Maromas Cemetery opposite the Preserve on the
south side of Aircraft Road. The poignant epitaphs
on many of the gravestones harken back to an earlier
time, when many lives were cut short by disease and
preparation for the afterlife was a primary concern.
Prior to the colonial era, the riverbanks and hillsides
were home to bands of Wangunk Indians, and the
central ravine may have been occupied by native
wigwams and hogans. The evidence is circumstantial, but the topography resembles locales in Portland
and on Haddam Neck
where deep-sided ravines
provided secure flanks and
an easily defensible front,
where the historical record
notes that small groups of
Wangunks made their last
Tree Troll Shelter
resorts up to the end of the
18th century. An overhanging rock shelter on the westerly flank of the ledges contains an ancient hearth,
and seems likely to have been occupied in pre-contact
times as a hunting camp.

SPRINGTIME AND STEWARDSHIP
It’s Official! Spring is in the air. While some might
say it took it’s time getting here, spring has definitely arrived - both on the calendar and on the
land. Streams are running swiftly as any snow still
hiding in the shadows finally melts away, the crocuses have begun popping through the duff and
some early leaves are beginning to bud. And, of
course, trail work on our preserves is getting underway. And there is much to do!
The Land Trust is conducting several “Work Parties” this spring to maintain our trails and repair
the damage done by the many storms of the last
couple of seasons. All the preserves need some
kind of maintenance with either trails that need to
be cleared of downed trees and branches, boundaries that need to be re-marked, or windblown
and other debris in the woods that needs to be removed. And there are several new preserves to
improve to make ready for your first visit.

But our goal this year is to do more than maintain. The Land Trust has several preserves with
some wonderful gems hidden inside. And your
help is needed to bring them back to their best.
Two preserves have ponds that need to be
cleared and repaired so they are again healthy
habitats for frog and fowl. The Land Trust’s
Palmer Preserve has an old stone garden with
lots of springtime Snow Drops and great potential in its rock work and other old plantings that
will thrive with some extra care. And there are
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Please turn to page 6

PAST GENERATIONS HAVE PRESERVED OUR NATURAL HERITAGE, EVEN IN VERY DIFFICULT TIMES
Rocky Neck State Park Purchased during Depths of Great Depression
by David Sutherland – The Nature Conservancy
Even though Connecticut has far fewer publiclyowned parks, forest and wildlife areas than our
neighboring states, these areas are a vital component of life in this state. It is difficult to imagine
Connecticut without Hammonasett Beach, Rocky
Neck State Park or Kent Falls on summer weekends, without the dramatic scenery of Talcott
Mountain, Sleeping Giant, Mount Riga, or Mount
Tom, or the natural and human history evident at
Dinosaur State Park, Devil’s Hopyard, and
Gillette Castle.
It is vital to remember during these times of
mounting fiscal challenges and state deficits that
our system of public parks and forests did not
spring into being instantly, or without sacrifices
and significant expenditures by past generations.
In fact, some of our most popular parks were purchased under very difficult economic circumstances.
In 1919, as 60,000 Connecticut men returned home
from World War I, the state faced many serious
fiscal troubles. The numbers of tubercular patients
and former soldiers requiring state agency services were increasing far beyond the capacity of
state facilities. The state, because of financial and
labor challenges, had deferred any road maintenance for four years, leaving a backlog of crucial
work that had to be funded.
Against this backdrop, the 1919 General Assembly approved a $178,000 appropriation ($2.3 million in today’s dollars) to acquire and construct
facilities at Hammonasett Beach. Today, with over
one million visitors each year, Hammonasett is
the flagship of our state park system, and provides a significant percentage of the limited public
access to Long Island Sound.
In 1931, Connecticut, like the rest of the nation,
was in the throes of history’s most notorious eco-

nomic depression. While state revenues plummeted, unemployment and demands on state services and institutions soared. Despite this dire
economic climate, the General Assembly appropriated $125,000 ($1.8 million in today’s dollars) to
purchase and develop Rocky Neck State Park in
East Lyme.
Anyone visiting Rocky Neck during the summer
now has to wonder where the crowds of bathers,
more than 400,000 each year, would go if not for
the foresight of the 1931 General Assembly.
Even under serious financial conditions, Connecticut’s governors and legislatures have realized that
preserved natural lands are an essential component of the services a government provides its citizens. For many people, our state parks and forests
provide the only opportunity their families have
to hike a wooded trail, swim in a lake or Long Island Sound, or cast a fish line into a stream.
With many state capital projects, a delay in or elimination of funding during tough times is frustrating and inconvenient, but the building or road can
still be completed when funds do become available
later. With our prime open space parcels, however,
a delay in funding often means the property will
be lost for public use forever.
This year, our state faces a staggering fiscal crisis.
As our leaders confront brutally hard budget decisions, we hope they will continue to provide bond
funds for the state’s open space programs so that
our generation will not lose its Hammonasetts and
Rocky Necks, and can continue to build on a vital
heritage and responsibility that our predecessors
did not neglect even in their most difficult times.
David Sutherland is the Director of Government Relations
for the Connecticut chapter of The Nature Conservancy,
and is one of the Middlesex Land Trust’s newest members.
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THE EMERGENCE OF THE EMERALD ASH BORER IN CONNECTICUT – By Donna Monnes
In July of 2012 the Emerald Ash Borer, or EAB for
short, was documented for the first time in Connecticut, and that is not good news! Have you seen
and wondered what those purple triangular boxes
are hanging in trees here and there around the
state? They are traps set up by scientists to catch
and monitor this very destructive bug.
First introduced into North America in the 1990's,
EAB infestations have been found in 16 states including Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts and Connecticut.

EAB infestation are a D-shaped exit hole in the ash
tree, and S-shaped tunnels which are signs of the
burrowing larva. There is often also an increased
volume of woodpecker activity searching for the
larva to feed on.
Forest managers and scientists are using three
main techniques to fight the EAB, primarily focusing on detecting the EAB in its environment: trap
trees, purple lures, and biosurveillance. Trap trees
are existing ash trees that are stripped of bark

Most ash trees are white ash and they make up just
less that 3% of the trees in Connecticut forests. Although 3% sounds like it’s small, the effect of their
loss on the butterfly and moth populations is large.
Ash seeds are eaten by wood duck, bob white, purple finch, pine grosbeaks and fox squirrel. Ash
wood is also highly desired for it strength and flexiblity as in furniture and baseball bats.
The Emerald Ash Borer is a small (0.3-0.5 inch in
length) green metallic beetle that belongs to a
larger family of beetles known as Burprestids
(metallic wood boring beetles) and has a lifecycle
that takes 1-2 years to complete. During its life the
EAB undergoes a complete metamorphosis moving through four growth phases from egg, to larva
or grub, to pupa, and finally to adult. Adults
emerge in the middle of June and live for approximately 5 weeks during which they feed on leaves
and the female lays her eggs on the bark of the ash
tree. After a week or so the eggs begin hatching
and the larva travels to the inside bark and begin
feeding on the inner parts called the phloem and
the cambium. These are the parts of the tree that
generate new wood and carry the sugar nutrients
between the leaves and the roots.
Infested Ash trees exhibit crown dieback and
dense sprouting from the tree trunks, and most
often die within 5 years. Other definite signs of

around the entire trunk. The girdled tree sends out
a chemical signal that draws the insect to feed on
the stressed tree, and allows the eradication of that
tree’s population of EAB. Purple traps, also known
as "Barney Traps", are coated with a pheromone
that attracts the EAB and has a sticky surface that
catches them like fly paper. This trap not only
catches the EAB, but also allows for scientific monitoring of their population and spread. Biosurveillance is a technique that uses nature’s way of
killing the EAB through its natural predator: the
native non-stinging wasp which hunts for any
metallic wood boring beetle and brings it back to
its nest to feed its young. The EAB can most easily
be detected through this alternate approach which
uses the predator wasp as a locator, allowing the
researcher to quickly find infestations.
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Please turn to page 6
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SPRINGTIME AND STEWARDSHIP
Continued from page 3

miles of trail slated for improvement to make
them more user friendly. This year the focus will
be on a handful of preserves for upgrades with
new signs installed, improved and sustainable
trails, and new maps made available at the pre-

serve and on the web. And with these enhancements completed, next year other preserves will
be focused on for similar upgrades.
Already the Stewardship Committee has been
hard at it out having fun in the forests and fields.
While working on some old trails and cutting in
some new ones - they also have a great time. And
at the end of the day’s work, there is nothing that
can match looking back at what has been accomplished and sharing that special feeling of exhaustion mixed with satisfaction with new
friends and old made out on the land.
There is a Work Party most every first Saturday
of the month from 9am to 1pm, with others
scheduled for weekends and weekday evenings
depending on weather. Check the Land Trust
website for location and details at www.middlesexlandtrust.org . You can also send an email to
stewardship@middlesexlandtrust.org, or contact
the MLT office at (860) 301-4321 to find out more.
Come on out and help improve a preserve!

EMERALD ASH BORER

Continued from page 5

The CT DEEP, the CT Agricultural Experiment Station, the US Forest Service, the US DA’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service and others
are all working
together to define the extent
of the infestations in Connecticut
and
prevent or control its movement across the state. CT DEEP has
quarantined all infested ash tree materials from
leaving New Haven County and has warnings
against moving firewood and other raw wood
products from one area to another as that is how infestations are easily transmitted.
Please report suspected EAB sightings to the CT
Agricultural Experiment Station at 203-974-8474.
CAES.StateEntomologist@ct.gov. Or you can send
an EAB sighting to the land trust via a digital
photo with an address of the EAB sighting and we
will forward the information on for you.
Sources: CT Agricultural Experiment Station, CT
DEEP, USDA, and the US Forest Service

GOODBYE TO “DOC” WHITNEY
The Land Trust is sad to learn that George "Doc"
Whitney, a retired veterinarian from Orange died
February 21, 2013 in Brattleboro, VT at age 94.
Dr. Whitney and his wife Dorothy owned an important forested parcel in Durham, which they
preserved through its sale in 1996 to the Middlesex Land Trust and the Madison Land Trust, thus
helping to create the Mica Ledges Preserve.
The purchase of this 88 acre preserve, notable for
its exposed granite ledges and fascinating rock
formations, marked the first time in Connecticut
that two Land Trusts jointly acquired a parcel of
land. “Doc” will surely be missed!
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JUNE 1ST TRAIL DAYS HIKE AT PALMER PRESERVE
Please join us for a CT Trails Day Hike on June 1st
at the Middlesex Land Trust Palmer Preserve beginning at 10:00am and lasting until around
1:30pm.
This 4-mile hike will visit old mill foundations,
the historic Air Line Railroad bed, gentle rolling
fields, woodlands, streams, and a dramatic waterfall. It will be a moderate hike on gently rising terrain with occasional and unplanned obstacles.
Please bring your own lunch and beverage for a
picnic along the way. Hiking boots recommended.
Dogs are welcome but must be leashed.
Meet leaders John LeShane and David Brown at
the Middlesex Land Trust Palmer Barn located on
the preserve at 258 Middle Haddam Road in Portland. We will be hiking rain or shine. Pre-registration is recommended (it really helps us out!).
Questions and to pre-register:
contact David Brown, (860) 343-7537,
ranger@middlesexlandtrust.org.

❑
❑

Palmer Preserve

YES! I'd like to help conserve open space in northern Middlesex County in 2013!
Please enter my membership at the level noted here:
❑ Individual
Gift Membership

❑

New Membeship

❑

❑

Renewal

Name_________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
Telephone (optional)________________________________________
Email__________________________________________________

❑

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Sustaining

$20
$35

Patron

$100

Guarantor

$250

Benefactor

$250

Endower

$750

Life

$1000

I would like to volunteer for the following

❑
❑
❑

Stewardship (maintenance of preserves)
Fundraising (membership & grants)
Land Acquisition (conservation planning)

❑
❑
❑

Office work (assist with mailings)
Educational programs
Other (please specify)

Please mail this form with your check, made payable to The Middlesex Land Trust, Inc.,
at deKoven House, 27 Washington Street, Middletown, CT 06457
Or join on-line using PayPal or your credit card on our new website at www.middlesexlandtrust.org
Membership dues and other monetary contributions are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law. If you have any
questions, please call 860-.343-7537 or email us at info@middlesexlandtrust.org
Thank you for your support!
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THANKS TO MOEBIUS
FOR TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANCE
In this day and age, figuring out which new computer to buy and then setting it up often takes a lot
of time and trouble. Also it often results in frustration and frazzled nerves. That’s where Moebius
Technology Solutions got involved. Bill Hincks,
President of Moebius, located in East Hampton,
helped the land trust select and purchase some
new computer equipment.
Our new system is capable of both handling our
power-hungry new GIS mapping software, and
versatile enough to carry us forward into the future regardless of what it might bring. Moebius
also volunteered their assistance setting up our
new systems which helped the office to get up and
running without any of the problems regularly encountered when bringing new technology on line.
The land trust would like to recognize Bill and
Moebius Technology Solutions, and to thank them
for all their assistance. THANK YOU!

RED BARN TAG SALE ON MAY 11TH
On Saturday, May 11, the MLT will hold a tag sale as
part of Portland's Annual Town wide tag Sale Event at
the Palmer Preserve Red Barn on Middle Haddam
Road in Portland.
We are looking for donated tag sale items. Donations for
the sale can be droped off during the week of May 6th to
the 11th. Please do not donate clothing or electronics.
Other salable items in good condition are most welcome.
If you have questions please call John LeShane at 860-3420658 or the Land Trust office at 860-343-7537. And be sure
to come by the Tag Sale on May 11th!

MLT ANNUAL MEETING AT HIGHLAND POND
The Middlesex Land Trust will hold its 2013
Annual Meeting on Saturday, April 27th at the
Highland Pond Preserve in Middletown.
The short business meeting will begin at 10am
after which there will be refreshments and for
those interested a short walk on the New England Trail, a national scenic trail which crosses
the preserve.
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